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ACADEMIC GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Religious Studies —4 years English — 4 years

Foreign Language — 2 years (3 strongly recommended) Mathematics — 3 years
Physical Education —1 year Science — 3 years

Social Studies — 3 years Visual/Performing Art —1 year
Health Education —1 semester Educational Skills — 1 semester

COURSE PREFERENCE PROCEDURES

On February 9" and 11", returning students will meet with the Vice Principal for Teaching, Learning, and
Assessment to review the Course Preferencing Procedures for 2009-2010. At this time, students will be
given their course preferencing form which must be turned into the Zeller Center no later than February
20", Students wishing to apply for AP, Honors, or Special Placement courses must submit these
applications no later than February 27". These applications are available in the Zeller Building. Students
will be given preliminary 2009-2010 schedules around May 1*. Students will then have two weeks to
make any necessary changes with their counselors. After May 15" no schedule changes will be made

until the August 1*.




RELIGIOUS STUDIES COURSE OFFERINGS

Justin-Siena High School requires 4 years of religious studies for graduation. Unless otherwise noted, no
religious studies courses are UC-approved. Please contact the Religious Studies Department Chair for

more information.

REQUIRED COURSES

Introduction to
Catholic Christianity

10 Units - 001

This course is an introduction to Catholic Christianity and assists the student to arrive
at a new understanding of, and deeper appreciation for, Catholic Christian teaching
and values. Major themes include our Lasallian heritage, adolescent development, the
Creed, and an introduction to scripture, prayer, liturgy, and sacraments. This course
uses a variety of teaching methods such as lecture/discussion, small group work,
projects, videos, guest speakers, and other learning activities.

Pre-Requisite: Student must be a freshman.

Christian Scriptures

10 Units - 002

This course continues the study of scripture from the previous year. Students will learn
about and engage in the methodological study of scripture in the Catholic Christian
tradition, with a particular emphasis on literary form and the historical-critical method
of interpretation. During the first semester the major areas covered are the
development of the Pentateuch, the historical books, and the prophetic tradition with
an emphasis on the messianic prophecies. The second semester focuses on the
Gospels and the person of Jesus as one who heals, forgives, and serves. This course
uses a variety of teaching methods such as lecture/discussion, small group work,
projects, videosand aservicel ear ni ng experi encaeédonat S

PreRequisites: Student must be a sophomore and have passed Introduction to
Catholic Christianity.

Christian Living

10 Units - 017

This course examines a number of topics that are integral to the moral life in our
Roman Catholic tradition. Centered in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the course explores
such topics as growing in self-knowledge, natural law, the act of conscience, the Ten
Commandments, the Beatitudes, the nature of personal and social sin, freedom and
responsibility, and vocation. This course presents a method for decision-making as it
challenges students to examine and pattern their lives in light of the Gospel. Teaching
methods include service-learning, introspection/journaling, multi-media, lecture, and
group projects.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a junior and have passed Christian Scriptures.




SELECTIVE COURSES

This course explores various religious themes as they are expressed in literature and
film. Examples of themes examined will include good and evil, sin and grace, suffering
Religious Themesin | and redemption, faith and revelation, and incarnation and sacrament. Students will
Film and Literature analyze films and literature through the lens of faith and apply the lessons learned to
their own lives. These essential questions will be addressed: Who is God and how do
people experience God in ordinary life in an uncertain world? What is sin and what
5 Units - 009 forms does it take? How do/should human beings respond to the realities of both God
and sin in ordinary lifei n an wuncertain worl d?” S
essential questions to guide their own study and reflection in this course.

PreRequisites: Student must be a senior and have passed all required religious
studies courses.

The Senior Service Project is a seminar-style course where students will be guided
through the process of compiling an individual senior service project. Students will
Senior Service research an issue of their choice related to Catholic social thought, perform direct
service in the community related to this issue, offer a proposal based on their research
and service experience to address their chosen issue, and present their findings to a
panel of teachers and students for review. Students will further be instructed on the
different levels of service, structural analysis, Catholic social thought, and advocacy for
10 Units - 008 justice. It is expected that service be completed outside of class (though class will not
meet every day).

Immersion Project

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a senior, have passed all required religious studies
courses, and receive department approval.

This course is designed to help the student reflect on the presence of God in his/her
life by exploring the life stories of others. By reflective reading, viewing, and analyzing
The Spiritual the stories (both autobiographical and fictional) of people seeking to better know
themselves, God, and the meaning of their life, the student learns to see God in the
people s/he meets and the choices s/he makes. The student will also be introduced to
a vari ety of situations and circurn
development using lecture, discussion, journaling, and film. The wisdom and spiritual
5 Units - 018 teachings of the many men and women who have gone before us will serve as guides
for our own personal spiritual journey.

Journey

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a senior and have passed all required religious
studies courses.




World Religions

5 Units - 016

This course begins with-  a di scussi on of Vati can
ecumenism, religious tolerance, and inter-faith dialogue recognizing non-Christian
religions. The course then examines the eastern religions including Hinduism,
Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, and Shinto. The course ends with the study of
Judaism, Islam, and Christianity including other rites of Catholicism and Protestant
faiths. Teaching methods include lecture, multi-media, guest speakers, group work,
and projects.

This course is U&pproved.

PreRequisites: Student must be a senior and have passed all required religious
studies courses.




ENGLISH COURSE OFFERINGS

Justin-Siena High School requires 4 years of English for graduation. Unless otherwise noted, all English
courses are UC-approved. Please contact the English Department Chair for more information.

REQUIRED COURSES

Introduction to
English Language
and Literature

10 Units - 102

The overall goal of this course is to prepare students with the critical reading and
writing skills required for success across the various academic disciplines. Specific
topics to be covered include the basic parts of speech and their respective functions in
sentences, paragraph development, essay organization, text annotation,
contextualized vocabulary study, and critical reading strategies. Teaching
methodologies include both teacher and student-directed instruction. The explicit
teaching of text structure, the use of graphic organizers, the modeling of writing
strategies, the use of cooperative learning, the practice of sustained silent reading, the
employment of a variety of discussion models, and the maintenance of reading
response logs are among the methods used to engage a wide range of learning styles.
Reading stems from an introductory study of world myths and branches into both
classic and contemporary sources of poetry, fiction and non-fiction. The first
semester’s emphasi s on c @rdaresrstpdentsdor the
second semester’s study of affitggatuepr i a

Pre-Requisite: Student must be a freshman.

Honors English
Language and
Literature

10 Units - 134

The goal of this course is to advance the critical reading, writing, and thinking skills of
students. Mythology, along with classic and contemporary works of poetry, fiction, and
non-fiction serve as points of departure for study and discussion. Students engage the
writing process to practice a variety of writing modes including exposition, persuasion,
argumentation, narration, and comparison/contrast. Students receive specific
instruction in the development of strong thesis statements, effective supporting
paragraphs, and logical, convincing conclusions. Teaching methodologies include both
teacher and student directed instruction, direct lecture, group projects, dramatic
presentations, whole class and small group discussions, and independent inquiry.
Students who earn a C- or higher will receive an extra point toward their grade point
average.

This course is not Hpproved for Honors Credit.
Pre-Requisites: Student must be a freshman, achieve an 80" percentile ranking for

reading on his/her entrance exam, and receive department approval (which includes
review of the entrance exam writing sample).




Coming-of-Age
Literature

10 Units - 104

This course seeks to furtherdevel op student s readi
analysis skills through the wide-ranging exploration of coming-of-age literature, with
written responses to relevant prompts. Specific topics include coming-of-age and
related issues of social, moral and aesthetic development. Students will read and
discuss the texts, write formal essays on related topics, and further study basic
technical aspects of composition, grammar, vocabulary, and critical thought. Teachers
will instruct by lecture and discussion of literary themes and related social justice
issues. Students will develop an understanding of texts and themes through group

work, dramatic re-creations, and oral presentations.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a sophomore and have passed the freshmen English
requirement.

Honors Coming-of-
Age Literature

The goals and teaching methodologies of this course are consistent with those of its
non-Honors equivalent but with more extensive and intensive work in both literature
and composition. Students who earn a C- or higher will receive an extra point towards
their grade point average.

PreRequisites: Student must be a sophomore, have passed the freshmen English
requirement, and receive department approval.

10 Units - 105
SELECTIVE COURSES
This course will cover the basic skills necessary to develop a functional understanding
and enjoyment of literature. Students will read and write from experiences with a
Literature, variety of genres, historical periods, authors, and the use of the basic foundations of
Civilization, our language. Works to be studied include selections from Beowulf, The Odysse

and the Individual:
Warriors

5 Units - 106

Arthurian legends, as well as Julius Caesat,ord of the Flieand various short stories
and poems. A study of vocabulary, grammar, literary elements, and the further
development of a proficient writing process are significant facets of this course. The
skills of note taking, planning, outlining, and annotation are central as well. Goals
include developing personal writing techniques, increased vocabulary, heightened
grammar proficiency, and greater comprehension of literary genres, motifs, and

themes.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a junior or senior and have passed all required
English courses.




Literature,
Civilization,

and the Individual:

Cities & Science

5 Units - 106

This course will cover the basic skills necessary to develop a functional understanding
and enjoyment of literature. Students will read and write from experiences with a
variety of genres, historical periods, authors, and the use of the basic foundations of
our language. Works to be studied include selections from Romeo & Juliet, Fahrenhe
451, Jurassic Park, Brave New Woalty various short stories and poems. A study of
vocabulary, grammar, literary elements, and development of a more proficient writing
process will be a significant part of this course. Skills of note taking, planning,
outlining, and annotation will be developed. Goals include developing personal writing
techniques, increased vocabulary, higher grammar functions, and greater
comprehension of literary genres, motifs, and themes.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a junior or senior and have passed all required
English courses.

Survival Literature

5 Units - 142

This course explores human reactions to desperate circumstances. How and why do
people find themselves at risk, and, once they are, how do they cope? Whether
cimbi ng to the Hi mal ayas’ height s, e
climates, humans must frequently confront challenges to their own mortality. What
reserve do these brave souls call upon to prevail? It is the human spirit? Is it faith?
What enables them to survive against insurmountable odds? Representative titles are
The Perfect StorniThe RoadInto Thin Air excerpts from The Odyssews well as a
variety of short stories and poems. Students will use personal reflections, portfolios,
creative writing, essays, and poetry to examine their own attitudes about faith,
strength, and society. Goals include the expansion of inferential skills, the growth of a
personal vocabul ary, the heightened
consciousness of world events, and the formation of a personal response to life
threatening challenges.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a junior or a senior and have passed all required
English courses.

Contemporary
Literature

5 Units —141

This is a comprehensive course designed to develop a full range of English skills:

reading, writing, listening, and note-taking within the context of literature drawn from

the perspective of contemporary writers. The aim of this course is to examine

representative works, giving special attention to religious, ethical, social, emotional,

and logical concerns reflected in them. Students will be introduced to works such as:

The Collector, A River Runs Through It, A Book of Luminous, Bhihgemoirs of a
Geisha This course will place special emphasis on creative writing, and writing

responses to modern literature.

Reading list for this course is still under department review.

Pre-Requisites: Students must be a junior or a senior and have passed all required
English courses.




Shakespeare: A
Semester with the
Bard

5 Units - 138

"Though this be madness, yet there is method in't" (Hamlet Act I, Scene IlI). This
course highlights the significant impact William Shakespeare has had on the literature
of today. Plays studied will include selections from his tragedies, comedies, and
histories: Hamlet, Macbeth, Twelfth Nightind Richard IlIStudents will participate in

an examination of literary theory a
within the analytical context of thetext. St udent s wi | | be ask
400 year s, are people stildl tal king

study of vocabulary, grammar, the development of literary elements, further
requirements for MLA formatting, and SAT preparation. Students should expect to
compose two major essays on topics of their choosing related to the plays studied such
as analysis of a major theme of one of the plays, themes of the Renaissance, directing
Shakespearean plays, or the genre shift from stage to film.

Pre-Requisites: Students must be a junior or a senior and have passed all required
English courses.

Those Who Haunt
the Night: Vampires,
Ghosts, and other
Beasts

5 Units - 137

What does it mean to be dead? Or alive? What are the boundaries between the two
realms? Through the literature uncovered in this course, students will examine the
Victorian and others’ understanding
dead and how that affects our contemporary beliefs. Novels include Frankensteirand
Draculg as well as short stories and poetry by James, Woolf, Poe, Dickinson, Rossetti,
King, and more. This course includes practice in composition, an intensive study of
vocabulary, grammar, the development of literary elements, and SAT preparation.
Students will receive direct instruction in literary analysis, criticism, and
argumentation. The primary objective of this course is to provide college bound
students with an introduction to genre-specific literature appreciation and the
development of literary analysis. As this seminar is designed as a discussion and shared
learning group experience, extensive preparation in reading and writing should be

expected.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a junior or a senior and have passed all required
English courses.

Classical Philosophy:
The Great Ideas

5 Units - 512

The overall goal of Classical Philosophy is to expose students to fundamental questions
about existence, knowledge, and human behavior in a historical setting (600 B. C. to
1750 A. D.). Specific topics include idealism, materialism, relativism, the soul, virtue,
hedonism, evil, God, rationalism and empiricism; students will create oral and written
reflections on the great philosophical questions as encountered in the texts, and there
wi |1 be quizzes/ essays on specific j
methods include film, teacher lecture, and student discussions and presentations.
Representative texts are Great Dialogues of PlatdA Man for All Seasonand The
Prince This course earns concurrent enrollment credit through Napa Valley College
(for students who properly complete the required paperwork).

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a junior or senior and have earned a B- or higher in
the previotsourseear ' s Engl i s




Modern Philosophy:
The Great Ideas

5 Units - 514

The overall goal of Modern Philosophy is to expose students to fundamental questions
about existence, knowledge, and human behavior in a historical setting (1750 to the
present). Specific topics include German Idealism, Existentialism, Utilitarianism,
contemporary ethics, and language analysis; students will create oral and written
reflections on the great philosophical issues as encountered in the text, and there will
be quizzes/essays on spec i f i c phil osopher s’ atte
methods include film, teacher lecture, and student discussions and presentations.
Representative texts are Candide, The Communist Manifestad The StrangerThis
course earns concurrent enrollment credit through Napa Valley College (for students
who properly complete the required paperwork).

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a junior or senior and have earned a B- or higher in
the previous year’'s English courses.

Survey of American
Literature

5 Units - 145

This semester course offers a thematic and chronological approach in the development
of American literature and reflects on the cultural diversity of the American
spirit. Overall, students will receive exposure to different cultures and their
experiences dealing the American experience. This course will include a variety of
reading and writing activities including narrative, descriptive, persuasive, and
expository essays, short stories, poetry, and critical analysis. Written and oral
presentations will be administered through class discussions, dramatic performance,
storytelling, speeches, debates, oral readings, poetry, and research
reports. Throughout this journey through American literature students will discover,
discuss, and respond to the issues surrounding various themes, such as truth, conflict,
ethnicity, the physical world, gender equality, and the ever-changing definition of
“literature.”

PreRequisites: Student must be a junior or senior and have passed all required
English courses.

Survey of British
Literature

5 Units - 146

This course studies the works of great English writers from the seventeenth century
through the Modern Period. The focus of this course will be to expose students to the
rich literary traditions exemplified by British writers throughout history. The sequence
of the selected readings will be, for the most part, chronological. Students in the
course will discover how writers responded to experiences all human beings are faced
with: God, love, nature, death, youth, age, and the discovery of the self. Expository
writing and critical analysis of the novels are major emphases in the course. Overall,
students will improve their ability to write clearly, accurately, and coherently. Writing,
analysis, and vocabulary development will be an ongoing segment of the course as will
the practice of correct grammar, usage, and mechanics.

PreRequisites: Student must be a junior or senior and have passed all required
English courses.

10
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AP English Language

10 Units - 107

The two overarching goals of this course are to prepare students for the rigors of
college-level writing with emphasis on argumentation strategies and argument
analysis, while simultaneously preparing them for the Advanced Placement Language
and Composition Examination. This class is both reading-and-writing intensive, driven
by the idea that advanced critical thinking is a product of practice. Students are taught
to identify logical fallacies, to frame their own arguments, to analyze the arguments of
others, and to intentionally employ rhetorical tropes for effect in their own writing.
Teaching methodologies include direct lecture and discussion, peer editing and
evaluation, individual and group interpretation of visuals, maintenance of reading
response logs, and practice with various components of retired and released Advance
Placement examinations. Reading is drawn from a variety of teacher selected sources,
but primarily from Everyday Us Rhetoric at Work in Reading and Writing: AP Edit
a collection of fiction and non-fiction readings. Students must take the Advanced
Placement examination for English Language offered in the spring. Students earning a
C- or higher receive an extra point towards their grade point average.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a junior or senior, have earned an A- in the previous
year ' s Engl i sh cour ses, receive dep
deadline sensitive summer reading and writing assignment.

AP English Literature

10 Units - 109

This course is designed to expand and develop skills in critical reading of and writing
about literature. Students will develop the critical reading and composition skills
necessary for advanced college coursework and the Advanced Placement exam.
Students will read and analyze poetry, prose, and drama from a wide range of literary
periods. This course stresses a sophisticated awareness of genre, theme, and style,
focusing on works by British and American authors, contemporary writings, and world
literature. Students will understand how authors use elements such as diction,
imagery, syntax, details, and figurative language to convey theme. Extensive reading of
novels, poetry, essays, plays, and literary criticism are integrated into course
assignments. Discussion is the primary way in which students come to understand a
novel, essay, play, or poem. Preparation (having to read the assigned materials and
engaging in vocabulary enrichment) will be critical to the success of these discussions.
Daily writing will serve as a means by which students train to respond, to synthesize,
and to evaluate literature discussed in and outside of class. Students must take the
Advanced Placement examination for English Literature offered in the spring. Students
earning a C- or higher receive an extra point towards their grade point average.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a junior or senior, have earned an A- in the previous
year' s Engl i seive departmens apsoyal, andisdccessf@lg complete a
deadline sensitive summer reading and writing assignment.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE COURSE OFFERINGS

Justin-Siena High School requires 2 years of the same foreign language for graduation, though 3 years is
strongly recommended. Unless otherwise noted, all foreign language courses are UC-approved. Please
contact the Foreign Language Department Chair for more information.

SPANISH LANGUAGE COURSES

Spanish |

10 Units - 201

This course introduces students to Spanish. Through speaking activities, the study of
grammar, writing assignments, and short reading samples, the student gains a basic
knowledge of the language. The exploration of Spanish culture also has an important
place in daily lessons. After completion of this course, students are able to converse in
a variety of situations using basic Spanish, and read and write simple paragraphs.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a freshman or have already successfully completed
the study of another language other than English.

Advanced Spanish |

10 Units - 230

This course is designed for students who have taken Spanish in middle school or
already possess a basic introduction to Spanish. It is an accelerated interactive course
in which a variety of activities are used to actively involve the learner in working with
the language. These activities include teacher-directed questions, listening/repetition
drills, role play, pair-work activities, group work and written work. Students submit
multiple writing assignments throughout each unit. The course also includes reading
samples, music, poetry, and the study of culture from a variety of Spanish speaking
countries.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a freshman, earn a minimum score of 70% on the
Spanish Challenge Exam, and have department approval.

Spanish for Native
Speakers

This course is designed specifically for students who are either conversant in Spanish
or understand the language because it is spoken at home. It is understood that
students will enroll in the class with a variety of language skills. The aim of the course
is to teach native speakers correct spelling, emphasize proper Spanish grammar, polish
writing and speaking skills, and begin reading authentic texts. Students who earn a B-
or higher qualify to advance to Spanish Ill.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a freshman, demonstrate mastery performance on

10 Units - 209 .
the Spanish Challenge Exam, and have department approval.
This course continues to emphasize listening comprehension, writing, and speaking
skills learned in Spanish | while developing a broader and stronger grasp of vocabulary
Spanish Il and grammatical structures. Students also read current-event articles from a Spanish
magazine and write more complex paragraphs.
PreRequisites: Students must have earned a C- or better in Spanish I, or have
10 Units - 202 demonstrated mastery on the Spanish Challenge Exam

12
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Honors Spanish Il

10 Units - 203

This is an accelerated course with emphasis on listening and written comprehension
and oral and written expressions. Students will enrich their vocabulary and knowledge
of grammar. Students will also read articles about current events from Spanish news
papers and magazines and write short essays. Students who earn a C- or higher receive
an extra point towards their grade point average.

Pre-Requisites: Students must have earned an A- or better in Spanish | and have
department approval.

Spanish llI

10 Units - 204

This advanced course is for serious Spanish students who want to increase their
fluency and improve their understanding and writing skills. Vocabulary knowledge is
increased through the medium of games, short contemporary texts and listening
comprehensions. Students are required to write in a variety of tenses, be able to
summarize texts and present a minimum of one cultural project to the class per
semester.

Pre-Requisites:Student must have earned a B- or higher in Spanish II.

Honors Spanish IlI

10 Units - 205

This course is for the very serious Spanish learner. It is an accelerated course that
emphasizes conversation and essay writing. Students enhance Spanish comprehension
by reading contemporary texts and are required to complete a major project each
quarter. The learner increases vocabulary through reading and writing and begins to
understand the finer points of Spanish grammar. The course is conducted primarily in
Spanish. Students who earn a C- or higher receive an extra point towards their grade
point average.

PreRequisites: Student must have earned an A- or higher in Spanish Il or a B- or
higher in Honors Spanish Il and receive department approval.

Spanish IV

10 Units —206

This course is conducted primarily in Spanish. Students are expected to deliver short
presentations and conduct discussions in Spanish. They read short stories and poetry
by well-known authors. Students also write essays and summarize stories and movies.
In addition, a major cultural project per semester is required. Grammar is addressed as
needed in written and oral work. In the second semester students attend Napa Valley
Language Academy once per week to assist teachers with elementary school children
in Spanish-speaking classrooms.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned a B- or higher in Spanish Ill.

Spanish V

10 Units - 207

This fifth-year course is conducted entirely in Spanish. Students who enroll in this class
must be motivated and capable of working independently. The course is taught
concurrently with Spanish 1V, but students work separately. They read short stories,
poetry, and current events in Spanish. The students are also required to go to the Napa
Valley Language Academy once per week to assist teachers with elementary school
children in Spanish-speaking classrooms. In this course oral fluency is stressed. Written
work includes essays, short answers, summaries of stories and movies and cultural
projects. Students who earn a C- or higher receive an extra grade point towards their
grade point average.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned a B- or higher in Spanish IV.
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FRENCH LANGUAGE COURSES

French |

10 Units —210

This course introduces students to French. Through speaking activities, the study of
grammar, writing assignments, and short reading samples, the student gains a basic
knowledge of the language. The exploration of French culture also has an important
place in daily lessons. After completion of this course, students are able to converse in
a variety of situations using basic French.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a freshman or have already successfully completed
the study of another language other than English.

French Il

10 Units - 211

This course continues to emphasize oral comprehension and speaking skills while
developing a stronger grasp of vocabulary and correct grammatical structures.
Individual and group work refines speaking and writing skills. Students continue to
study French culture and are required to complete a cultural project on a topic of their
choice for each semester of this course.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned a C- or higher in French | or have
demonstrated mastery on the French Challenge Exam.

French IlI

10 Units - 212

This advanced course is conducted primarily in French. The goal of this course is to
develop communication, comprehension, grammar, and understanding of culture and
literature. Classes are designed to give the learner an opportunity to actively use the
language in authentic socio-cultural contexts. The students read unabridged short
stories, poetry, and current events in French. Oral fluency is stressed and writing skills
are polished.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned a B- or higher in French II.

French IV

10 Units - 213

This course is conducted entirely in French. Students are expected to communicate in
French during class at all times. Oral fluency, vocabulary building, essay writing, and
the discovery of French civilization are the primary goals of the course. The learners
will read and analyze unabridged novels, short stories, poetry, and current events
material. Further, students will develop a portfolio of their work and formally present
it to the class at the end of each semester. In addition, students are required to peer-
tutor lower-division French-language students during Flex time (to be coordinated by
the instructor).

Pre-Requisites:Student must have earned a B- or higher in French IlI.

French V

10 Units - 214

This advanced course conducted entirely in French is designed for students who wish
to continue their French studies beyond the fourth year. Readings include a novel,
short stories, poetry, and French magazines and newspapers. Students are also
expected to write essays on a variety of topics. They are required to make cultural
presentations for French I, Il, and Ill and are expected to assist the teacher with lesson
planning and occasionally assist in teaching French I. The students must be motivated
and capable of working independently as the class is offered concurrently with French
IV. In addition, students are required to peer-tutor lower-division French-language
students during Flex time (to be coordinated by the instructor). Students who earn a
C- or higher receive an extra point towards their grade point average.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned a B- or higher in French IV.

14
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ITALIAN LANGUAGE COURSES

Italian |

10 Units —226

This first year course introduces Italian through a consistent use of oral exercises to
train the student to understand and speak the language. Exercises in grammar,
vocabulary, and writing will give the student a grasp of the structural basis of Italian.
Upon completion of the course, students are able to converse in a variety of situations
using rudimentary Italian.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a freshman or have already successfully completed
the study of another language other than English.

Italian Il

10 Units - 225

This course continues to emphasize aural comprehension and speaking skills while
developing a stronger grasp of vocabulary and correct grammar structure. Individual
and group work refines speaking and writing skills.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned a C- or higher in Italian | or have
demonstrated mastery on the Italian Challenge Exam.

Italian Il

10 Units - 240

This advanced course is conducted primarily in Italian. The goal of this course is to
develop communication, comprehension, grammar, and understanding of culture and
literature. Classes are designed to give the learner an opportunity to use the language
actively in authentic socio-cultural contexts. The students read short stories, poetry,
and current events in Italian. Oral fluency is stressed and writing skills are polished.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned a B- or higher in Italian II.

Italian IV

10 Units - 242

This accelerated course emphasizes conversation and writing. Comprehension is
enhanced by reading contemporary and legendary themes. Students are required to
complete a project each quarter. Through reading and writing the students increase
their vocabulary. Grammar is reviewed and refined. The course is conducted in Italian.

Pre-Requisites:Student must have earned a B- or higher in Italian Ill.

Italian V

10 Units - 243

This advanced course conducted entirely in Italian is designed for students who wish to
continue their Italian studies beyond the fourth year. Readings include a novel, short
stories, poetry, and Italian magazines and newspapers. The students are also expected
to write essays on a variety of topics. They are required to make cultural presentations
for Italian 1, 1I, and Ill and are expected to assist the teacher with lesson planning and
occasionally assist in teaching Italian I. Peer tutoring is required as an important part
of the course. The students must be motivated and capable of working independently
as the class is offered concurrently with Italian IV. Students who earn a C- or higher
receive an extra point towards their grade point average.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned a B- or higher in Italian IV.
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MATHEMATICS COURSE OFFERINGS

Justin-Siena High School requires 3 years of mathematics for graduation. Unless otherwise noted, all
mathematics courses are UC-approved. Please contact the Mathematics Department Chair for more

information.

SELECTIVE COURSES

Algebra 1 (with
Math Lab)

10 Units —328/301

Algebra 1 (with Math Lab) reviews essential mathematics skills as well as introduces
students to the fundamental concepts of Algebra. In addition to becoming competent
in preliminary Algebraic concepts through continual review of math fundamentals
(fractions, percents, decimals, ratios, etc.), students will become more confident in
their overall math abilities.

Pre-Recquisite: Placement by the Vice Principal for Teaching, Learning, and Assessment

Algebra 1B

10 Units —329

Algebra 1B covers what is normally taught during the second semester of Algebra 1. It
is the continuation of Algebra 1A. It reviews essential mathematics skills and
fundamental Algebraic concepts including solving linear equations, linear inequalities,
systems of equations, polynomials, factoring, rational expressions, and mathematical
applications.

Students who pass this course earn the equivalent copleggaratory credit as earne
through the completion of Algebra 1.

Pre-Requisite Student must have passed Algebra 1A.

Algebra |

10 Units - 303

Algebra 1 provides the student with a complete study of first year algebra skills and
concepts. This course provides the necessary introduction and practice to prepare
students for a successful study of algebra and sets the foundation for future studies in
mathematics. It includes solving linear equations, solving linear inequalities, solving
systems of equations, polynomials, factoring, rational expressions and applications.
Students relate and apply algebraic concepts to geometry, statistics, data analysis,
probability, and discrete mathematics.

PreRequisite Achi e ve ment above mathematiés seatibns of tha
entrance examination

Honors Algebra |

10 Units - 304

This course provides the student with a complete study of the first year algebra skills
and concepts at an accelerated rate with a more in-depth coverage of topics. It
includes solving linear equations, solving linear inequalities, solving systems of
equations, polynomials, factoring, rational expressions, and applications. Students
relate and apply algebraic concepts to geometry, statistics, data analysis, probability,
and discrete mathematics. Students who earn a C- or higher receive an extra point
towards their grade point average.

PreRequistes: Mastery performance on the Mathematics Challenge Exam and
department approval
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Geometry

10 Units - 306

This course emphasizes making connections within the concept of plane geometry.
Students will be introduced to inductive and deductive reasoning, logic and proof
(including flow charts and two column proofs), thinking more logically and precisely,
learning the basic principles of plane and coordinate geometry, developing problem
solving skills, fully integrating algebra with geometry, and preparing for more advanced
work in mathematics.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned a C- or better in their Algebra I course or
have demonstrated mastery performance on the Mathematics Challenge Exam (only
entering freshmen are permitted to take the Mathematics Challenge Exam).

Honors Geometry

10 Units - 307

This course is an advanced and accelerated course in Geometry for students who wish
to focus on advanced mathematics in high school and beyond. Mathematical
reasoning is taught through the writing of formal proofs, with the theorems,
postulates, and definitions of plane geometry introduced in logical progression. An
introduction to three-dimensional geometry is also included. Toward the end of the
year, algebraic concepts are brought into the course to aid in the transition to second-
level Algebra. Students who earn a C- or higher will receive an extra grade point
towards their grade point average.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned a B- or higher in Honors Algebra 1, an A- or
higher in Algebra 1, or have demonstrated mastery performance on the Mathematics
Challenge Exam (only entering freshmen are permitted to take the Mathematics
Challenge Exam) and receive department approval.

Integrated Math

10 Units - 308

This course is designed to further explore concepts from Algebra 1 and Geometry and
to develop further math competencies, analysis skills, and logical thinking skills —
particularly for students who may not be ready to advance to Algebra Il. This course
takes a project-based approach to further explore algebraic and geometric concepts
within t he C 0N c e p teation. fAt the rcompldtion of cthis |calirse,
students will have been introduced to or gained further experience in the following
areas: direct and inverse variation, linear functions and prediction, systems of
equations, transformations, symmetry, proportions, quadratic functions (through
motion), exponential functions (through growth and decay modeling), personal
finance, math history, and probability.

Pre-Requisie: Student must have passed Geometry.

Algebra ll

10 Units - 309

This course is designed to further explore concepts from Algebra 1 and to introduce
new, more advanced, algebraic concepts. At the completion of this course, students
will have been introduced to or gained further experience in the following areas:
equations and inequalities, linear relations and functions, systems of equations,
matrices, polynomial and radical expressions, quadratic functions and inequalities,
polynomial functions, rational expressions, logarithmic functions, sequences and
series, and probability.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned a C- or higher in Geometry.
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Honors Algebra

10 Units - 310

This course is an advanced and accelerated math class that develops a fuller
understanding of the complete number system, develops skills in the use of graphing
calculators, develops analysis and problem-solving skills, and helps students to be
better prepared to take standardized tests. This course includes solutions of equations
and inequalities, including both quadratic and rational inequalities and absolute value
equations and inequalities, and systems of equations and inequalities. It also includes
Functions and graphing, polynomial and rational functions, exponential and
logarithmic functions, conic sections, and sequences and series. Students who earn a
C- or higher earn an extra grade point towards their grade point average.

This course is not Hpproved for Honors Credit.

PreRequsites: Student must have earned an A- or higher in Geometry or a B- or
higher in Honors Geometry and receive department approval.

Pre-Calculus

10 Units - 311

This course introduces students to the topic of trigonometry in the first semester and
the study of mathematical functions in the second semester. Trigonometry includes
the study of functions of both acute and obtuse angles, solutions to right and oblique
triangles, and radian and degree measure. It also includes graphs of trig functions and
their inverses, trig identities, and applications of trig functions and vectors. The
second semester includes the study of elementary math functions and applications in
problem solving. Graphical analysis is included in all sections with investigations of the
behavior of graphs with related equations. Further topics which are explored include
sequences and series, and exponential and logarithmic functions and their
applications.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned a C+ or higher in their second-level Algebra
course (a C- grade will not qualify the student for Pre-Calculus).

Honors Pre-Calculus

10 Units - 312

This course develops both the conceptual understanding and the analytical skills
necessary to experience success in future studies in Calculus. It includes a complete
covering of trigonometry and the applications of trigonometry, matrices and their
applications, counting theory and probability, partial fractions, the Binomial Theorem,
Mathematical Induction, and a general preparation and introduction to calculus that
includes limits, continuity, and derivatives. Students who earn a C- or higher will
receive an extra point towards their grade point average.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned a B- or higher in Honors Algebra Il or A- or
higher in Algebra Il (with completion of Math Analysis through Summer School), and
receive department approval.

Statistics

10 Units —342

This course provides an introduction to the fundamental concepts and methods of
statistics and probability. This course consists of an introduction to descriptive
statistics and statistical inference. Topics include basic measures of central tendency
and variability, elementary probability theory, sample sizes, hypothesis testing,
correlation, regression, and analysis of variation.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a senior and have earned a C- or higher in Algebra Il
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Calculus

10 Units - 345

This course is an introduction to Calculus. It starts with a review of the prerequisites
for Calculus and continues on with limits and continuity, derivatives, applications of
derivatives, definite integrals, differential equations and mathematical modeling, and
the applications of definite integrals.

UGapproval is pending.

Pre-Requisites:Student must have earned a C- or higher in Honors Pre-Calculus or a B-
or higher in Pre-Calculus and receive department approval.

AP Calculus AB

10 Units - 313

Advanced Placement Calculus AB consists of a full academic year of work in calculus
comparable to a one semester course in college. AP Calculus AB is primarily concerned
with developing student understanding of the concepts of calculus and providing
experience with its methods and applications. It emphasizes a multi-representational
approach to calculus, with concepts, results, and problems being expressed
geometrically, numerically, graphically, and verbally. The connections among these
representations are stressed. Students are required to have their own graphing
calculator and to bring it to class each day. Students must take the Advanced
Placement for Calculus AB examination offered in the spring. Students who earn a C-
or higher receive an extra point toward their grade point average.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned a B- or higher in Honors Pre-Calculus and
receive department approval.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION COURSE OFFERINGS

Justin-Siena High School requires 1 year of physical education and 1 semester of Health Education for
graduation. The one-year physical education requirement may be waived in exchange for 2 years of
participation in a Varsity-level sportdur i ng the student’' s | unuUnless
otherwise noted, no physical education courses are UC-approved. Please contact the Physical Education
Department Chair for more information.

REQUIRED COURSE

The goal of this course is to provide students with current information regarding their
health and well being. Using a wide variety of primary and secondary sources,
Health Education students will be exposed to all facets of health and, as a result, make responsible
choices regarding living their daily lives. Specific topics include physical, mental,
spiritual and emotional health. Instruction includes a wide variety of teaching methods
5 Units - 803 such as hands-on activities, lecture, and self discovery. As part of this course, students
will also be certified in CPR/First Aid.

PreRequisite Student must be a freshman.

SELECTIVE COURSES

The goal of this course is to provide students with a wide variety of sports and
activities. Using the latest teaching methods of exercise physiology, students will be
Athletic Sports exposed to a wide array of sports such as softball, basketball, ultimate Frisbee and
touch football. All classes will be filled with movement and activity in order to provide
the most exercise in a given period.

10 Units — 805 Pre-Requisites: Students must have passed Health Education and not be a Varsity-
level athlete.

This course is offered for Varsity lettered or participants currently in a varsity sport.
The purpose of the course is to provide students with the opportunity to train
Athletic Training specifically for their sport of choice. Weight Training, Plyometrics, Speed Training, as
well as Pilates and Yoga will be utilized in order to allow the student to help design
their own personal training program.

10 Units — 806 Pre-Requisites: Student must have passed Health Education and be a Varsity-level
athlete.
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SCIENCE COURSE OFFERINGS

Justin-Siena High School requires 3 years of science for graduation. Unless otherwise noted, all science
courses are UC-approved. Please contact the Science Department Chair for more information.

SELECTIVE COURSES

Earth Science

10 Units —425

Earth Science aims to give students a thorough grounding in the scientific method and
a detailed understanding of the Earth's systems. It uses an interdisciplinary approach,
including aspects of physics, geography, mathematics, chemistry, and biology. Some of
the specialized areas include study of the rocky parts of the Earth's crust, marine and
freshwater systems, astronomy, and weather and climate. This course introduces the
identification, care, and use of lab equipment, the use of math in science, metrics,
scientific notation, ratio and proportion, conversion factors, and graphing. Emphasis is
also placed on analyzing laboratory data, writing reports, and using computer
technology for scientific research.

Pre-Requisite Student must be a freshman.

Biology

10 Units —403/417

Biology is the study of life and the interaction of organisms with their environment.
The unity, diversity, and continuity of life will be studied using individual and group
projects and selected readings. Lectures will be correlated with current scientific
research, laboratory work, and a detailed cell model project. The goal of this course is
to instill an awareness of the diverse array of species on earth and to understand the
balance between them and their environment. Topics that will be covered include
scientific method, the chemistry of life, cells, photosynthesis and respiration, genetics
and heredity, and plant and animal classification.

PreRequisites: Student must have passed Earth Science or demonstrate mastery
“composite” perforememnce on the Entra

Chemistry

10 Units — 406

The principles of chemistry are taught through an integrated program of lab
investigations, class discussion, and demonstrations. Proficiency in algebraic
manipulations and the ability to extract mathematical data from word problems are
necessary. Topics covered include language of chemistry, structure, states and
reactions of matter, solutions, chemical equations, gas laws, and acid-base reactions.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned a C- or higher in Biology, B- or higher in
Geometry, and have either passed or be currently enrolled in a second-level Algebra
course.

Honors Chemistry

10 Units - 407

This course is designed for those who plan a career in science, engineering, or math.
This course covers the same material as Chemistry, but with greater depth and more
emphasis on mathematics. Students who earn a C- or higher receive an extra point
towards their grade point average.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned an A- or higher in Biology, a B- or higher in
Geometry, have passed or are currently enrolled in a second-level Algebra course, and
receive department approval.
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Physics

10 Units —409

This course is designed to give students the opportunity to become acquainted with
both the underlying concepts and the basic mathematical formulations of physics. The
focus of lectures, labs, and demonstrations is on conceptual understanding, supported
by mathematical application. The course content surveys the traditional topics of
physics, with emphasis on mechanics, wave phenomena, electricity, magnetism, and
fluids.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned a B- or higher in Biology and/or Chemistry
and have successfully completed Algebra | and Geometry.

Honors Physics

10 Units - 410

Honors Physics is an in depth course for high ability, science-oriented students. This
course investigates, by means of lecture, demonstration, group activity, and lab,
fundamental concepts of mechanics, wave phenomena, fluids, electricity, and
magnetism. The course emphasizes the need for students to be able to draw valid
conclusions through applied conceptual and mathematical reasoning. Students who
earn a C- or higher receive an extra point towards their grade point average.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have earned an A- or higher in Biology, have earned a B-
or higher in Honors Algebra Il or an A- or higher in Algebra Il, and receive department
approval. Students are encouraged to have successfully completed Pre-Calculus or
Honors Pre-Calculus. Students who will not have completed Pre-Calculus or Honors
Pre-Calculus will be required to complete a math package prepared by the Science
Department over the summer prior to taking Honors Physics.

Human Physiology

10 Units - 405

This intensive look at the human body starts with a study of the development of
terrestrial bipedalism and a survey of human classification in relation to other groups
in the animal kingdom. Each of the ten organ systems will be examined through
lectures, laboratory and computer investigations, and assigned projects. Application of
course material to sports and medicine is stressed. This course emphasizes the
importance of human diversity and an appreciation for all life. In addition, it focuses
on the necessity of a healthy living style for the maintenance of homeostasis in
response to a multitude of environmental challenges.

Pre-Requisie: Student must have earned a C- or higher in Biology.

Environmental
Sciences

10 Units - 416

Human survival depends on developing practices that will ensure sustainable
ecosystems. This course will examine the cultural, social, and economic factors that
are vital to the development of solutions to environmental problems. Changes in the
natural systems over time and the ability of systems to recover from disturbances will
be examined. The goal of this course is to recognize the flow of energy through earth
systems, the recycling of matter, and the impact of technology and human population
growth on the environment. Reading, laboratory work, fieldwork, group projects and a
class garden will accompany lecture and film in this course. Topics to be covered
include ecology, population dynamics, renewable and non-renewable resources, air
and water quality, climate change, and environmental policy.

Pre-Requisite Student must have earned a C- or higher in Biology.
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AP Biology

10 Units - 408

This course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course
for science majors. Topics include molecules and cells, heredity and evolution, and
organisms and populations. The twelve standard AP laboratories will be supplemented
with additional lab work. Preparation for AP exams may require additional
participation in coursework outside of the regular school day, particularly during the
second semester. A summer preparation assignment is also required. Students must
take the Advanced Placement examination for Biology in the spring. Students who
earn a C- or higher receive an extra point towards their grade point average.

PreRequisites: Student must have earned an A- or higher in both Biology and
Chemistry and receive department approval. (Completion of and/or concurrent
enrollment in Human Physiology is recommended.)
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SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE OFFERINGS

Justin-Siena High School requires 3 years of social studies for graduation. Unless otherwise noted, all
social studies courses are UC-approved. Please contact the Social Studies Department Chair for more
information.

REQUIRED COURSES

World History is a survey course where students will be offered an overview of
historical trends and events that shape our current world. Over the course of the year,
World History students will learn about ancient Greece and Rome, the French Revolution, the
Industrial Revolution, the age of Imperialism, World War |, the Russian Revolution,
World War Il and its aftermath, and the Cold War. The course stresses the
10 Units - 501 development of analytical thinking and writing skills through reading the textbook and
primary source documents, individual research projects, presentations, lectures, use of
multimedia, and group work.

Pre-Requisites:Student must be a freshman.

This is a survey course that exposes students chronologically and thematically to the
history of colonial America and the United States. The aim of this course is to provide
United States students with a solid foundation in the major political, social, cultural, and economic
History trends in American History. The development of writing and research skills is also
emphasized. The course will make use of lecture, collaborative work, in-class
presentations, video presentations, class discussions, writing assignments, and a
variety of other methods. During the course students will analyze and interpret
10 Units — 502 primary and secondary sources, maps, and statistical tables; analyze and interpret
works of art, political commentary, and other pictorial and graphic materials;
meaningfully respond to a wide variety of questions about the noted historical periods;
and connect current events with events from the nation's past.

Pre-Requisites:Student must be a junior and have passed Western Civilization.

This course is designed to meet the needs and interests of those academically able and
motivated students who would not be best served by the intensive lecture/survey

Honors United experience required by the AP US History format. This course is organized around a
States History single major theme: the struggle for equality and full participation of certain segments
of American society who began participation in the American experience as outsiders,
as ““hatve” , ashavel suffarédosevere economic, political and social
10 Units - 522 disadvantages. The social groups to be examined will include African-Americans,

Native Americans, European Immigrants, Asian and Hispanic Immigrants, Labor groups,
and Women. Each unit of study will follow the various groups from their early status
and condition, and then follow, as history unfolds, their progress, or lack of progress, in
their struggle to achieve an equal place in American society. Students who earn a C-
of higher will receive an extra point towards their grade point average.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a junior, have earned an A- or higher in Western
Civilization, and receive department approval.
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AP United States
History

10 Units - 503

This is a college level survey course that exposes students chronologically to a wide
range of the history of colonial America and the United States in preparation for the
Advanced Placement United States History Exam. Preparation for AP exams requires
additional participation in coursework outside of the regular school day, particularly
during the second semester. Students will demonstrate command of a large body of
factual detail acquired through assigned readings and intensive lecture sessions. They
will also learn to interpret primary sources, read maps and statistical tables, to
interpret works of art, political commentary, and other pictorial and graphic materials,
to synthesize a variety of sources into a work of supported exposition, and to respond
meaningfully to a wide variety of essay questions through the preparation of thematic
essays. Students must take the Advanced Placement examination for United States
History offered in the spring. Students who earn a C- or higher receive an extra point
towards their grade point average.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a junior, have earned an A- or higher in Western
Civilization, and receive department approval.

American
Government

5 Units - 505

This course provides students with an analytical and historical perspective on American
government and politics. Through assigned readings, lecture, document analysis, video
presentations, and in-class discussions, this course will develop student familiarity with
the underpinnings of our system of government, the various formal and informal
institutions within the government, and the various groups, beliefs and ideas that
constitute and influence American politics.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a senior and have passed United States History.

AP American
Government

10 Units - 517

This is a college-level survey course that provides students with a learning experience
equivalent to that of an introductory college course in United States government and
politics. It gives the students an analytical and historical perspective on government
and politics in the United States, including the study of general concepts used to
interpret U.S. politics and the analysis of specific examples. Through assigned readings,
lecture, document analysis, video presentations, and in-class discussions, the course
will develop students' familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs and ideas
that constitute U.S. politics. Preparation for AP exams may require additional
participation in coursework outside of the regular school day, particularly during the
second semester. Students must take the Advanced Placement examination for
Government and Politics offered in the spring. Students who earn a C-or higher
receive an extra point towards their grade point average.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a senior, have earned a B- or higher in AP United
States History, r ecei ved a “ 3" or hi gher oand
receive department approval.
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SELECTIVE COURSES

AP World History

10 Units - 530

This is a college-level survey course that exposes students chronologically to a wide
range of World History. Preparation for AP exams requires additional participation in
coursework outside of the regular school day, particularly during the second semester.
Students will demonstrate command of a large body of factual detail acquired through
the assigned readings and through intensive lecture sessions. They will also learn to
interpret primary sources, read maps and statistical tables, to interpret works of art,
works of literature, and other pictorial and graphic materials, and to skillfully execute a
wide variety of essay formats that require students to analyze and synthesize major
developments in world history. Students must take the Advanced Placement
examination for World History offered in the spring. Students who earn a C- or higher
receive an extra point towards their grade point average.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be at least a sophomore, have earned an A- or higher in
Western Civilization and English Language and Literature, and receive department
approval.

Criminal Law

5 Units - 560

Criminal Law is an elective course designed to introduce students to the American legal
system. Included will be basic legal vocabulary, criminal law processes, and the
concept of justice. Through reading assignments and student case brief and current
event presentations, students will obtain a broad overview of the foundations,
development, and current operation of the criminal justice system; understand and
apply critical legal thinking skills to social problems; develop the ability to read and
analyze statutory and brief case law; acquire the ability to conduct basic legal research;
develop the ability to argue both sides of a legal issue; and prepare and present two
written case briefs of California Appellate or Supreme Court cases.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a senior and have earned a C- or higher in United
States History.

Economics

5 Units - 532

This course is designed to deepen student understanding of the economic problems
and institutions of the nation and the world. Students will make reasoned decisions on
economic issues as citizens, workers, consumers, business owners and managers, and
members of civic groups. This social science course enriches student understanding of
the operations and institutions of economic systems. The problem of scarcity and the
choices which must be made concerning how to utilize limited resources is a primary
focus. This will lead students to the concept of cost-benefit analysis as applied to the
student s’ roles as consumers and prd
economic systems and the benefits and costs of each system studied. Students will
examine the operation of markets and the role of supply and demand in determining
pricing of goods and services. They will consider in detail the operations of the labor
markets, the distribution of income in our economy, the differing costs of living across
the United States, and the role of government in economic policy.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a senior and have earned a C- or higher in United
States History.
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Global Studies

5 Units - 509

This course is designed to introduce students to issues that affect the world today and
the role of the United States in the international arena. Issues discussed range from
the continuing conflicts of the Middle East, weapons of mass destruction and the
threats of terrorism, global environmentalism, world health (emphasizing the
devastation of the HIV/AIDS epidemic), and the continuing practice of genocide in
conflicts. To be responsible citizens of the United States and the world community,
students need to understand the historical background and context of these issues.
These issues will influence the world in which they, and future generations, live.
Students will research these areas of concern and determine their personal
perspectives of the role of the government in addressing these issues and their own
personal choices to take an active, positive role in reducing or eliminating these threats
to the peace and tranquility of the global community.

This course will not be offered in 202010.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a senior and have earned a C- or higher in United
States History.

Psychology

5 Units - 507

This course is a general introduction to psychology as the science of behavior. Topics
include the history of psychology, research methods, personality, life-span
development, the brain and nervous system, consciousness, sensation and perception,
learning, memory, social psychology, abnormal psychology, approaches to treatment
and therapy, emotions, stress, and motivation. Students will do papers in Child
Development and Sleep Disorders/Conscious Altering drugs. In addition, students will
do a Mental Disorder project at the end of the semester and present it to the class.
This course earns concurrent enrollment credit through Napa Valley College (for
students who properly complete the required paperwork).

Pre-Requistes: Student must be a senior and have earned a B- or higher in United
States History.

Sociology

5 Units - 515

In this survey course, students will begin by learning the fundamental concepts of
sociology and sociological research. After mastering these threshold issues, the
students will review a wide array of sociological phenomena, such as culture,
interaction and social culture, socialization, and deviance and crime. Through reading,
discussion, lecture, reflection, and observation, the students will learn to apply
sociology’s analytical framework to

This course will not be offered in 20€2010.

Pre-Requisites: Student must be a senior and have earned a C- or higher in United
States History
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VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS COURSE OFFERINGS

Justin-Siena High School requires 1 year of visual and performing arts for graduation. Unless otherwise
noted, all visual and performing arts courses are UC-approved. Please contact the Visual & Performing
Arts Department Chair for more information.

VISUAL ARTS COURSES

Studio Art

10 Units — 780

Studio Art is a year-long course where students will be exposed to and create art using
various drawing and painting media. The first semester is devoted to drawing with
pencil, colored pencil, limo prints, and other combinations of materials. The second
semester is devoted to painting with water color, gouache, and acrylic paint. Students
will complete projects to enhance their knowledge of composition, color, and the use
of the various media. Students will also be exposed to art history through slide
lectures and books within the classroom.

Pre-Requisites:None

Computer Graphic
Art

10 Units —717

Computer Graphic Art is a year-long course where students will gain a basic knowledge
of visual communication through computer graphics software applications. Students
will learn the basics of Adobe lllustrator and Adobe Photoshop. This class is project-
based, using computer applications to create communication pieces graphically with
an emphasis on creativity.

Pre-Requisites:None

Film Studies: The
Nature of a Medium

10 Units - 716

Film Studies is a year-long course designed to introduce students to the study and
analysis of film. Students will learn how to express critical arguments of film
interpretation. With a focus on the history of filmmaking, narrative techniques, and
cinematic terminology, students will gain an understanding of how film is used in
today’' s cul t usrals designed o lemour&gé studehtets develop their
analytical skills. Film viewing, lecture, and participation in group discussion and
personal writing responses are the primary method of instruction and assessment.

Pre-Requisites:None
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DRAMA COURSES

Theatre

10 Units - 704

Theatre is a collaboration of every art form. Under the leadership of a director, actors,
writers, lighting designers, singers, dancers, composers, choreographers, painters,
makeup artists, and many others come together to tell one story, make one statement,
and make as large an impact as possible. This class is an in-depth study of these crafts
and how they coincide in the Theatre Arts. The goals of this course are to appreciate
the working parts of a theatrical project and to gain a basic understanding of how the
parts work. Several historical theatre genres are also introduced through viewing of
representative examples and participation in scene work. Students also write and
perform original theatre pieces in several forms.

Pre-Requisites:None

Advanced Theatre
Arts (for the Actor)

10 Units - 729

Acting is an in-depth process which requires extreme focus while maintaining the
ability of staying i n touch with 0
understanding of this unique balance, while building on the foundations learned in
Theatre. Acting techniques, script analysis, and audition techniques are studied at
length in the classroom, at home, and in live theatrical viewing. Master classes by
professional actors and directors are also included in the curriculum to provide as deep
a study of this craft as possible.

Pre-Requisites: Student must have passed Theatre or receive department approval.

MUSIC COURSES

Beginning Band

10 Units - 725

This course will focus on instruction in all band instruments including flute, oboe,
clarinet, bass clarinet, bassoon, alto saxophone, tenor saxophone, baritone saxophone,
trumpet, euphonium, French horn, trombone, tuba, and percussion. Instruction will be
geared toward students who are at the beginning or very basic level. Students will
learn proper posture, breathing, and technique. Instruction will include emphasis on
music theory and performance techniques. Upon successful completion of this course,
students should be ready to join Concert Band the subsequent year. Students must
provide for themselves a metronome, tuner, and instrument of choice (school has
limited number of instruments available for student use).

Pre-Requisites:None

Concert Band

10 Units - 722

This course is designed for serious band musicians with at least one year of instruction.
Instruction is offered in all band instruments including flute, oboe, clarinet, bass
clarinet, bassoon, alto saxophone, tenor saxophone, baritone saxophone, trumpet,
euphonium, French horn, trombone, tuba, and percussion. Instruction will focus on
advanced theory and technique and will include a thorough grounding in traditional
concert band repertoire. The Concert Band will compete in at least one Festival, play
at home football and basketball games, and participate in one extended trip. Students
must provide for themselves a metronome, tuner, and instrument of choice (school
has limited number of instruments available for student use).

Pre-Requisite Department approval
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Jazz Band

10 Units - 713

This course is designed for a serious band musician with at least one year of
instruction. Instruction is offered on alto, tenor, and baritone saxophone, trombone,
trumpet, piano, bass, guitar, drum set, and percussion. Instruction will focus on the
introduction and development of performance in the jazz idiom including phrasing,
improvisation, appropriate style and articulation, and a thorough grounding in the
history of jazz. The Jazz Band will compete in at least one Festival and visit local
schools to help pr omot e t he s c hooStuldeats muat provide fop
themselves a metronome, tuner, and instrument of choice (school has limited number
of instruments available for studentuse). Thi s course s off
class prior to the official start of the school day on Tuesday through Friday mornings.
Students enrolled in Jazz Band must also take Concert Band as a condition of
enrollment.

Pre-Requisite: Department approval

Orchestra

10 Units - 724

Instruction will be offered on violin, viola, cello, and string bass. Students will develop
their knowledge of music theory, ear training, and intonation. Students will perform
several times each year and the class will focus on traditional string repertoire. At
least one year of experience is necessary, and students should have a good grounding
in first position. Students must provide for themselves a metronome, tuner, and
instrument of choice (school has limited number of instruments available for student
use). Students in orchestra are highly encouraged to take private lessons outside of
class.

Pre-Requisite: Department approval

Choir

10 Units - 706

Students in Choir will learn the rudiments of proper vocal technique, music theory, and
ear training. Students will experience choral works in many different styles and
genres. The Choir will perform several times per year and will compete in at least one
festival. No prior singing experience is required, but the ability to match pitch and a
good attitude is expected.

Pre-Requisites: None
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DANCE COURSES

Dance

10 Units - 809

Dance is creative movement. It is intellectual and kinesthetic. Students learn to
understand the capabilities of their own bodies as they experience current and
historical styles of dance movement. Students gain skill in artistic expression and
greater appreciation for the historical and cultural contexts that shaped various dance
forms. Students learn musical perception and evaluation as they increase in physical
control and confidence.

Pre-Requisites: None

Advanced Dance

10 Units - 811

This course is designed for the student experienced in Dance to continue his/her
pursuit of artistic expression through movement. Many of the areas of emphasis will
be similar to those found in Dance, except that the student in Advanced Dance will be
expected to approach the craft with an increased focus and diligence. Further, the
student understands and appreciation for a variety of dance forms will be expanded.

Pre-Requisites: Students must have passed Dance.
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MULTI-DISCIPLINE COURSE OFFERINGS

Justin-Siena High School requires 1 semester of Educational Skills for graduation. Unless
otherwise noted, no multi-discipline courses are UC-approved. Please contact the Vice
Principal for Teaching, Learning, and Assessment for more information.

REQUIRED COURSE

The Educational Skills Course is designed to meet the educational and social needs of
students as they transition into high school. The course focuses on three essential skill
Educational Skills sets: study skills, critical and creative thinking skills, and communication skills. The
course concludes with a culminating assessment which synthesizes all three skill sets
into a student demonstration. This course is required of all freshmen students.

its - 122 -
> Units Pre-Requisite Student must be a freshman.

SELECTIVE COURSES

This course is designed for the many international students sharing their educational
experiences with the Justin-Siena community. This course will serve as a resource for
ESL Lab boosting English reading comprehension and English writing skills. Vocabulary will
focus on English words and expressions used with high frequency in academics. This
course will be offered during afternoon flex times.

5 Units - 150 This course wilnot be offered in 2002010.

PreRequisite  Approval from the Vice Principal for Teaching, Learning, and
Assessment

Instructional Leadership is a one-on-one educational mentoring program between an
upper-division student and an instructor (moderated by the Vice Principal for Teaching,
Instructional Learning, and Assessment). Students enrolled in this program will share instructional
Leadership responsibilities in a lower-division course with their supervising mentor-teacher.
Instructional Leaders will cooperate with their supervising mentor-teacher to plan,
implement, and assess instruction and student learning. Details of each Instructional
10 Units - 824 Leader's responsibilities wildl be dg
mentor-teacher (with the approval of the Vice Principal for Teaching, Learning, and

Assessment) upon acceptance into the Instructional Leaders program. Acceptance into
the Instructional Leaders program requires teacher recommendation and approval
from the administration. Students may participate in this program for one or two
semesters in a given year.

Pre-Requisite Approval from the Vice Principal for Teaching, Learning, and
Assessment
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Intramural Assistant

5 Units - 816

A student enrolled as an Intramural Assistant assists the Intramural Coordinator with
the practical aspects of facilitatin
responsibilities include organizing leagues, officiating contests, and managing the
results and standings. Intramural Assistants work directly with the Intramural
Coordinator during lunchtimes (and at other times as determined by the Intramural
Coordinator). This opportunity is designed for responsible and trustworthy students
capable of acting with maturity and discretion.

Pre-Requisite Approval from the Physical Education Department Chair

Lasallian Student
Leadership

10 Units - 834

Lasallian Student Leadership is a hands-on learning experience. Students will be the
hands-on creators and leaders of student life at Justin-Siena High School. This will be
done in collaboration with the other leadership groups on campus. The course will
provide opportunities for students to develop and practice leadership skills. This
course will provide opportunities for students to develop and practice public speaking
skills and improve their understanding of group dynamics. A focus of the course will be
learning to accept and share responsibility with peers and adults in carrying out the
mission of Justin-Siena High School through the planned activities of the school. The
course will root itself in the Lasallian traditions and will prepare students to serve and
lead in an ever-changing world.

Pre-Requisite Approval from the Vice Principal for School Operations and Student
Development

Office Management
Assistant

5 Units - 814

A student enrolled as an Office Management Assistant assists the school
administration and office staff with clerical responsibilities such as filing, running
messages, and collecting attendance. Office Management Assistants work directly
with the Dean of Students (unless otherwise assigned). This opportunity is designed
for responsible and trustworthy students capable of acting with maturity and
discretion.

Pre-Requisite Approval from the Dean of Students

Study Period

0 Units - 841

Study Hall is reserved for students with an exceptionally challenging academic course-
load. Study Hall provides an opportunity for students to complete homework,
research papers or projects, or stay current with college admissions expectations.
When students are assigned Study Hall in the Library, students may use the computers
located there (if there are any available — classes that may be using the Library have
priority use of the computers).

Pre-Requisite
Assessment

Approval from the Vice Principal for Teaching, Learning, and

Teacher S

5 Units - 812

A student enrolled as a Teacher’' s A
faculty, most often in the classroom. This assistance takes many forms, such as
tutoring, copying papers, and |l oggin
for the grading of papers, and they may not participate in any form of student
assessment. This opportunity is designed for responsible and trustworthy students
capable of acting with maturity and discretion.

Pre-Requisite
Assessment

Approval from the Vice Principal for Teaching, Learning, and
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Technology Assistant

5 Units - 818

This semester program enables students to be trained and assist the school Network
Administrator with the setup of hardware, moving of office equipment, cleaning of
computers, and minor repairs. Students will also assist the Librarian with any needs
such as moving books, supplying copy paper, etc.

Pre-Requisite Approval from the Network Administrator and the Librarian.

Yearbook

10 Units - 830

Yearbook is a practical study of the publishing process. Students have the unique
opportunity to run, design, and publish the yearbook for Justin-Siena High School.
Using computer technology and digital camera equipment, students will create a
publication to be released at the end of the school year. With an editor-in-chief,
section editors, and staffers, students also get to experience a real life business
structure with leaders responsible for leading, delegating and editing, and the first-
hand experience of being responsible for meeting deadlines.

PreRequisites: Student must have passed or be currently enrolled in Computer
Graphic Arts and receive approval from the Instructor.
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COLLEGE ADMISSIONS INFORMATION

The following information has been provided by the College Guidance Center. Any questions or
concerns should be directed to the College Counseling Staff.

COLLEGE PREPARATMDM:Justin-Siena High School graduation requirements are aligned with the minimum
college entrance academic requirements to most 4-year colleges. Many colleges/universities expect students to
exceed minimum requirements. The University of California (UC) and the California State University (CSU) require
satisfactory completion of certain subjects known as the A-G requirements These courses must be completed
wi t h a g adre [hest siibgect requirements are very similar to what many out-of-state and private
colleges also expect.

Required UC/GU "AG" Courses

A. History/Social Science 2 years required

Two years of history/social science, including one year of world history, cultures and geography; and one year of
U.S. history or one-half year of U.S. history and one-half year of civics or American government.

B. Englishc 4 years required

Four years of college-preparatory English that include frequent and regular writing, and reading of classic and
modern literature.

C. Mathematicsc 3 years required, 4 years recommended

Three years of college-preparatory mathematics that includes the topics covered in elementary and advanced
algebra and two- and three-dimensional geometry.

D. Laboratory Science 2 years required, 3 years recommended

Two years of laboratory science providing fundamental knowledge in at least two of these three foundational
subjects: biology, chemistry, and physics. Advanced laboratory science classes that have biology, chemistry or
physics as prerequisites and offer substantial additional material may be used to fulfill this requirement.

E. Language Other than Engligh?2 years required, 3 years recommended

Two years of the same language other than English. Courses should emphasize speaking and understanding, and
include instruction in grammar, vocabulary, reading, composition and culture.

F. Visual and Performing Arts (VPA)1 year required

A single yearlong approved arts course from a single VPA discipline: dance, drama/theater, music or visual art.
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G. CollegePreparatory Electives 1 year required

One year (two semesters), in addition to those required in "a-f" above, chosen from the following areas: visual
and performing arts (non-introductory level courses), history, social science, English, advanced mathematics,
laboratory science and language other than English (a third year in the language used for the "e" requirement).

Percentage of colleges attributing different levels of importance to factors in the admission decision: 2007.
SOURCE: NACAC (National Association of College Admission Counselin g) A dmi ssi on www.eatachstorSur vey ' 07,

Factor Considerable Importancq

Grades in College Prep Courses | 79.9%

Strength of Curriculum 63.8%

SAT/ACT Test Scores 58.5%

What is your College Grade Point AverageThere are three GPA summaries listed on your Justin-Siena High

School transcript. The UC/CSU GPA includes only approved A-G courses from 10-12™ grade, including extra

honor ' s points for y O U r urska rTleerogerallAldstingiane 6PA (wélghtadcGPAhe n t c
includes all courses and all grade levels, including extra honors points for your Honors/Advanced Placement

courses. The Un-weighted GPA includes all courses and all grade levels, without the extra honors points. Colleges

may consider a different GPA for admission.

GPA Calculation

A B C D

Grade i of semester Grade [Multiply column
received [grades Points BxD

A 4

B 3

C 2

D 1

F 0

# of courses # of grade points

Total column B=___ Total coumnD=__
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http://www.nacacnet.org/

Add together all grade points to find your grade point total. Divide grade point total by number of courses. Many
colleges will not include grades for P.E, religion, study hall, service, health ed, etc.

Weighted GPA:Some colleges consider a weighted GPA that includes an extra grade point for honors/advanced
placement courses. If a student took 3 honors courses, for example, then we would add 3 points to her grades
points (column ‘D’ above)

UC/CSU GR. Use only the A-G approved courses from10-12t h grade (these courses are
For minimum eligibility: only eight semesters of honors/advanced placement weight will be considered. For
competitive campuses comprehensive review: they may weigh in additional courses.

UNSATISFACTORY GRADPESqui red coll ege preparatory courses must
better. Each course in which a student earned a “D” or *“F"”
In many cases, the UC and CSU systems accept validation of grades from advanced level work. See your counselor

for more information on course validation.

COLLEGE ADMISSION TESTTINése are several types of testing used for College Admission:

PLAN: Practice ACT/College Readiness exam for 10™ graders. Justin-Siena registers all 10™ graders and
administers this exam each fall during testing day.

PSAT: Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. Justin-Siena registers all 11" graders and
administers this exam each fall during testing day.

SAT: Reasoning Test and Subject area exams (SAT Il). Students must register themselves for select dates
and select subjects.

ACT: Formerly known as The American College Testing Program. Students must register themselves for a
select date.

Nearly every college in requires that you submit standardized test scores from either the SAT Reasoning or the
ACT. The SAT includes sections in Critical Reading, Writing and Mathematics. The ACT has four sections: English
Usage, Mathematics Usage, Social Studies Reading, and Natural Sciences Reading with an optional Writing portion.

The UC campuses and some private colleges require two-three subject tests (SAT Il) from two different subject
areas. The subjects are chosen by the student from the following: Mathematics, Literature, U.S. History, World
History, Chinese, Japanese, French, German, Latin, Hebrew, Spanish, Biology, Chemistry, Physics andisnore
recommended that the exam be taken right after completing a course in the selected subject.
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The SAT & ACT are administered on Saturdays at a local high school. Even though you are not taking the exam at
Justin-Siena, be sure to indicate your HIGH SBOOL CEEB CON52082when registering online and on the actual
test day. Registration forms for all of these tests are available in the College Counseling Center or online at
www.collegegoard.com and www.act.org.

UC/CSU ADMISSION ELIGIBILITRE: CSU and UC systems have different eligibility requirements. Eligibility is
based on a combination of a student’'s gr adeThpau
system only uses the mathematics and critical reading scores on the SAT. The UC system uses the ACT plus writing
OR the SAT reasoning and two SAT subject exams. Meeting minimum eligibility does not guarantee admission to
the most selective campuses. For more information on CSU campuses, visit: www.csumentor.edu. For more

information on UC campuses, visit: www.universityofcalifornia.edu.

C5U-UC Comparison of Minimum Eligibility Requirements for Freshmen

California State University (CS1) University of California (UC)

HIGH SCHOOL GPA

| Caleilale GPA using only “3-g” approved sourses. taken afes the 9 grads

SUBJECT REGUIREMENTS

1% yoarlong college proparatory eourses from approved ~a-g” list are requined:

2 years of historgsoclal sosnce, including ome year of U5, history OR ans semesier of U5, history and

=ster of American gower LAND...
“a" | History'Scoial Science e semesTor of Ame nemen

1 year of history'soos| scence from aither 1 year of world history, cubures, and geograghy
tha “a" or "g" subject area from tha “a” subject area
“b" | English 4 years of English (including mo more than one year of ESLELD courses)
“g" | Mathematics 3 years of spth (algebea | and 0, geametrylc 4 years recomemendad
2 years of labaratory semabe. meliding al laast ts of the heee faindaticnal subjects of
biulu!r.. istry. and physi
) A11east 1 year of physical seignse and 1 year of . )
“d” | Labaratory Science binlagical scisnce one from fhe " subject area Beth courses must be from the "0 subject area;
and the other from the “d" or “g" area * 2 years recemmenced

2 years of language other than English (must be the samss Languags]

“&" | Language Diker Than English
1 years recommenced

“T | Wisual and Performing Arts | yearkong course in vizual and performing arts (selected from dance. music, theatreldrama and wiswal arts]

1 year of an elective chaten lrom any area on approved “a-§~ eourse list

“g” | College Preparatory Elective Agriouture courses traditonally accepbed by C5U that
are niot on the "a-g” st will be considered on &

epargE-ty-ourse basT

HOMORS POINTS

Maximum of & extra grade podnts awanded tor approved Roncrs, AP, or IB courses and transferable community colkge
courses, No more than two yearlong courses. taken in 107 grade can sarn honors points.

The R0 el i wind pby [R0 S sapwaivio e e e it 20010
Infoemetion socerie a5.0f Aot 30T
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Are you eligiblefor UC?

To be eligible to attend the University of California, you must:
ACompIete a specific set of 15 college prep courses

(known ago tdhewithateleasgta 3.0 GPA

ATake either the new SAT Reasoning Test OR the ACT with its writing exam, AND

2 SAT Subject Tests in two different subject areas (e.g., science and literature)

The grades yougéacouiseypual d6ag with vyiotheElidibditglhdexsscores, are combined

that helps determine your UC eligibility.
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